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Prof. Dr. Kjell Nilsson
Open lecture: 
Sociology in Sweden


In this lecture an overview of the history of sociology in Sweden will be presented. After a brief look at the pre-WW2 background, the lecture focuses on the establishment of sociology in the Swedish university system in the 1940s and 1950s, the reorientation during the radical and critical 1960s when also gender studies emerged as an important area, the crisis in the 1970s and 1980s, and the challenges that transformations in Swedish society and university organization posed to Swedish sociology. The history of Swedish sociology reflects its close relation to the development of the welfare state and gender relations. The lecture will also describe current developments of sociology in  relation to changes in the Swedish society and academy in the 21st century.
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	Kjell Nilsson
 PhD in social work and social policy. Associate professor at the Department of Sociology at Lund University. Main fields of research and teaching: social policy, knowledge utilisation, economic sociology, sociology of organisations, evaluation research, globalisation and social transformation, and internationalisation of higher education. The PhD dissertation was a comparative study of the utilisation of social scientific research by policymakers and practitioners in the fields of social welfare, housing policy and labour market. He has held a number of management positions at Lund University and coordinated a number of international projects.


