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The article attempts to outline specific features of the disciplinary status of sociology as a humanitarian science. By applying 
epistemological approach the article analyzes discursive practices that have developed in sociology with regards to the issue of the 
conditions of possibility of social order. On the basis of Foucault's concept of episteme the place of sociology in the system of scientific 
knowledge and its specificity as a humanitarian science is defined. A short historical overview of transformation of the classical scien-
tific episteme and of the emergence of new cognitive practices of social theorizing is carried out by means of analysis of the classical 
theories of social order and methods of its analysis as represented by the works of Hobbes and Montesquieu. Specific features of the 
contemporary episteme are defined by bringing anthropological and historical dimensions into the sphere of knowledge, which consti-
tute a specific field of knowledge for the humanities. The humanities are presented as twin sciences that duplicate empirical knowledge 
by studying how a person, who lives, works, and talks, imagines the processes. Elucidation of the humanitarian knowledge from such a 
viewpoint allows us to explain specific features of the disciplinary status of sociology as a discipline of the humanities and to define its 
place in the system of scientific knowledge. 

Keywords: disciplinary status, humanitarian knowledge, epistemological approach, discursive practices, social order. 
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