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The course Topical Enquiry of Current Sociology is an obligatory discipline. It is taught at the first year of MA program in second Semester. Course size is 58 academic hours, among which 12 hours of lectures, 12 hours of seminars, 30 hours of out of class work of students; pass-exam is the form of the final control.

The course goals and objectives:
First, from the teaching strategy and philosophy it is designed as a skills-based teaching & learning course. The form of Colloquium is seen as an adequate to MA-level studentship with the less time for lecturing and most time for the students in-class and out-of-class activities. The course will be taught in English for enhancement of professional language ability of MA students, enrichment their professional academic dictionary in sociological terminology, development of academic skills of abstracts writing, presentations skills training.

Second, the content of the course is being designed as flexible to students’ research interests, from the one hand, and as open to discuss the most resent topical issues in sociological empiric research, from the other hand. The course is focused on analysis of the most recent publications in English-language sociological peer-reviewed journals in order to include MA students into the most contentious enquiry within current academic debates based on the recent research results.

After successful completing this course a student will get the following knowledge:

· newest sociological discussions about topical issues of modern societies within sociological inquiry;

· terminology of current sociology in English

· rules of publishing in peer-reviewed journals in Europe and USA, how to write an abstract, review in international standards;

· master the skills of group discussions and group work on tasks and problems debate

The subject of the course is flexible and oriented to student’s choice either on theoretical and methodological issues and challenges of current social science (i.e. multiplicity of sociologies and methodological plurality, debate of qualitative and quantitative approaches toward sociological focus and method in current society research, etc.); or on thematic and applied actual problems of modern societies and how they are studied in international and national sociological research (i.e. problems of social structure dynamics, inequalities, quality of life, ethnic social processes, social risks and security, terrorism, etc.)

Requirements to student’s knowledge and skills:

 Student has to know: English at the intermediate level and above; sociological approach to social phenomena analysis, terminology, conceptual base and grounds of current sociological theory, problems of current societies debated in social science and prospects of topical problems research in sociology.

Student has to have the following skills: to work with resources in English, to use methodologies and conceptual grounds of sociological analysis; to prepare to argue, 
to present and to debate own position of the chosen actual problem based on several resource es in English; to conduct a discussion, to provide critiques with adequate arguments, to give and answer questions.

Place of the course in structural logics of the scheme for professional education within the frame of the qualification program “Master of Sociology”: the course “Topical Enquiry of Current Sociology” is developed in continuity with the general basic sociological courses taught at the Faculty, also it gives a possibility for individual specialization of students; as well as the course is related to the basic knowledge that students received in studying normative courses in sociology.

Normative course “Topical Enquiry of Current Sociology” is included in the cycle of professional education within the frame of the qualification program “Master of Sociology”, it is a background for individual specialization and the further work on MA Thesis.

Evaluated forms of students’ work: 


Tasks and in-class discussions participation – in classes will be proposed several forms of individual and group work on different tasks (up to 3 points for the task, up to 6 tasks per module) based on the readings analysis. 

· Control paper  – writing of 300-words outline of the article in English (within the theme of MA thesis research interests) (up to 10 points).

· Presentation on the theme within the frame of MA Thesis (Diploma paper) based on the analysis of up to five articles in English (published in peer-reviewed journals) (up to 20 points). 

· Review of the colleague’s presentation (up to 5 points). 

	Forms of work
	Amount in Module
	Max points 
	Total

	In-class discussions
	6
	3
	18

	Comments 
	2
	6
	12

	Article’s outline
	1
	10
	10

	Presentation (Power point)
	1
	20
	20

	Presentation & discussion, Q&A in class
	1
	10
	10

	Review of Presentation
	2
	5
	10

	Total for module
	
	
	80

	Pass-exam
	
	
	20


Final control for the module consists from: (1) presentation in English (in Power Point, electronic version); (2) collection of 5-10 articles (photocopies or CD with electronic version) analyzed for presentation; (3) presenting topic in class; (4) review (comments, questions) of two colleagues’ presentations in class.

Final Control for the Course is a Pass-exam done as a short written in class review of the debate on the topic (from the list of the topics debated during the course).

Summary of the course evaluation is counted as:

	
	Teaching Module
	Pass-exam
	Total

	Mark (points)
	80
	20
	100


Table of the course grades:

	Amount of Points
	Exam
	ECTS Grade    
	Pass-Exam

	90 -100
	"Excellent"               
	A
	"Passed" 

	85-89
	"Good" („very good”)         
	B
	

	75 – 84
	" Good "               
	C
	

	65-74
	"Satisfactory"       
	D
	

	60-64
	"Satisfactory"  („enough to pass”)
	E
	

	35-59
	"Non-Satisfactory"  (with opportunity to repeat the exam) 
	FX
	"Not passed"

	1-34
	„ Non-Satisfactory ” (obligatory to repeat the study of the course) 
	F
	


If the final grade for the Module is less than 40 points, student is not allowed to take the pass-exam; and he(she) is considered as one who doesn’t perform the tasks of the discipline “Actual Problems of Social Science”.

The course plan is flexible:

· At the first class students can discuss, propose and choose topics, which they have for more precise learning;

· The most of the topics of the second module are optional: students have to choose the research accordingly to their research interests and work on the data for Analytical report, that should be presented in the class for discussion to this topic.
· Lectures includes different kinds of work in class: “debates”, discussions of readers, work with pieces of texts, etc.
· The full text of syllabus, including tasks to each class, recommended bibliography to each topic, reader, are available at the Department of Social Structures and Social Relations
Plan of Lectures and Seminars 

	
	
	Ac.hours

	№
	Topic
	Lectures
	Seminars
	Indivi-dual work

	Part 1

Theoretical and Methodological Problems of Current Social Science 

	1. 
	Multiple Sociology and Methodological Plurality. Terminology
	2


	2


	5

	2. 
	Debate of the Qualitative and Quantitative Sociology toward sociological method and focus of current society research 
	2


	2

	5

	Part 2

Applied Actual Problems of Society

	3.
	Dynamics of Social Structure, Inequality, Quality of Life 
	2

	2


	5

	4.
	Globalization, European Integration, Sociodynamics of Culture 
	2


	2

	5

	5.
	Current Socio-Ethnic Processes
	2


	2          
	5

	6.
	Problems of social risks, security, terrorism  
	2


	2

	5

	
	Total
	12
	12
	30


